CHAPTER VI

consequences. On the other hand Richelieu sup-
ported the mistress's claims and was rewarded by
her gratitude. For it was he who was responsible
for successfully negotiating the rise to power of
this woman who, before surrendering herself, had
always exacted worldly goods and honours just as
her pride and vanity demanded. Mme de Chateau-
roux in residence at Versailles, provided with a
considerable income, and surrounded with a halo
of fame, misused her power; she received eager
homage and -was shameless in her triumph.
Blinded by his passion Louis XV asked the Due
de Luynes to allow his wife to take part in a huge
banquet at Choisy. The sight of the Duchess de
Luynes, Marie Leozinska's lady-in-waiting and
confidante, at Mme de Chateauroux* table would
have seemed to the sovereign a kind of absolution
from his faults. Had he accepted the invitation
doubtless Luynes would have received the blue
ribbon; but incapable of such baseness he refused
and had to wait a long time for the decoration he
deserved.

But this honest course was hardly ever followed;
the courtiers readily had recourse to the favorites;
thus obtaining numerous advantages and gratifying
their ambitions. It was a critical period in Louis
XV's private life; he was dazzled and treading a
perilous course; and his duties suffered neglect.
But the spectre of the death and punishment
reserved for sinners continued to trouble him.
P. de Liniere's sermons awakened his fears and
remorse.